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Walnut Hills Arts & Cultural District Research Design Partner RFP 
 
 
1. Background 
 
Walnut Hills Redevelopment Foundation (WHRF) is a community development 
corporation working to enhance the quality of life in Walnut Hills, Cincinnati. 
In partnership with the community, WHRF is leading a planning initiative to 
explore the formal designation of an Arts & Cultural District. This is an organic 
initiative to promote a community-rooted identity grounded in equity, culture, 
and place. 
 
This planning phase includes: 
 

●​ National research on arts and culture districts and site visits to peer cities 
●​ Stakeholder convenings and community engagement sessions 
●​ Mapping existing neighborhood arts & cultural assets 
●​ District identity development 
●​ Determining the pathway to pursue formal designation 

 
This research phase is intended to inform a future, fully developed brand identity. 

 
2. Purpose of this RFP  
 
WHRF is seeking a design partner to serve as a visual and narrative advisor 
during the research phase.  
 
The selected consultant will help the committee:  
 

●​ Translate research into visual references 
●​ Explore high-level identity directions and early conceptual thinking about 

potential arts and culture planning and designation in Walnut Hills 
●​ Guide WHRF in identifying applicable lessons learned from research on other 

arts and culture districts and peer city visits 
 

This role is consultative and strategic. 
 
 

 



3. Scope of Work 
 
Over the course of 9 months, the consultant will complete the following: 
A. Research & Existing Asset Review 

 
●​ Review national arts and cultural district research and asset mapping findings, 

and provide high-level observations about transferable design lessons  
●​ Attend select committee meetings to understand priorities (if requested) 
●​ Provide high-level observations about transferable design lessons  
●​ Identify visual and identity-related themes emerging from discussions 

 
B. Narrative & Visual Frameworks  
 

●​ Translate committee-defined priorities into draft narrative frameworks  
●​ Draft short district description language for discussion 
●​ Outline potential messaging pillars based on committee consensus 

 
C. Visual Preference & Direction Exercises 
 

●​ Develop visual preference exercises and reference boards for committee 
discussion (may happen simultaneous to or before narrative direction) 

●​ Present at least 3 aesthetic approaches for committee discussion 
 
D. Concept-Level Explorations 
 

●​ Sketch-level identity explorations (non-final) 
●​ Early brand voice + tone guidance 

 
E. Ongoing Feedback Integration 
 

●​ Incorporate committee input across phases 
●​ Revise narrative + visual directions as needed 
●​ Prepare simple presentation materials as needed 

 
4. Project Timeline 

 
●​ RFP Release: March 2, 2026 
●​ Proposals Due: March 20, 2026 by 5pm to samantha@walnuthillsrf.org 
●​ Selection: End of March 2026 
●​ Project Kickoff: Immediate 

 
 

 



5. Budget 
 

WHRF has allocated $3,000 for the design partner.  
 
6. Submission Requirements 
 
Please include: 
 

●​ Short letter of interest 
●​ Portfolio (relevant place-based work preferred) 
●​ Brief description of approach 
●​ Fee structure 
●​ References  

 
7. Contact 
 
Samantha Miller, Executive Director 
Walnut Hills Redevelopment Foundation 
samantha@walnuthillsrf.org 
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